
 

 

 

 

 

 

Red Cariboo Resort FAQ 
 

Thanks for your interest in a job at the Red Cariboo Resort! 

On the following pages, you will find answers to frequently asked questions and some tips to 
help you decide whether to accept a job here. 

 

• Where is the resort located? 

o The resort is in the heart of British Columbia, in the Chilcotin region. The region has been 

gaining increasing popularity among tourists for several years due to its rugged, pristine 

landscape, isolation, and the high number of wild animals. 

o From Williams Lake, it is about a four-hour drive along Highway 20 toward Bella Coola to 

reach the Red Cariboo Resort. The resort consists of two parcels of land that are roughly 

a 10-minute drive apart. The guest cabins, community kitchen, restaurant, horse stable, 

and staff accommodation are located on the main property, which spans approximately 

60 hectares. Our guest apartments and our canoes and kayaks are located on Elsey 

Road, directly on Anahim Lake. 

 

• What is the best way to get to the Red Cariboo Resort? 

You can only reach the resort by car. Anahim Lake has a small airport, which offers regular 

flights to Vancouver, but it is about 15 km from there to the resort. If you prefer not to buy 

a car immediately, we are happy to pick you up from Anahim Lake Airport or, if necessary, 

by arrangement in Williams Lake. Please be aware that there is no public transport in this 

area, and you may rely on work colleagues and friends to get to the village, city, or excursion 

destinations. Therefore, we strongly recommend purchasing a car, preferably with AWD (all-

wheel drive) or 4WD (four-wheel drive). Given that winter weather conditions are extremely 

harsh and snowy, and road conditions can be poor, we advise against purchasing a small car 

or minivan with front-wheel or rear-wheel drive. Over the years, the Mercedes ML has 

proven to be particularly robust, durable, and relatively affordable to purchase.  



 

• What staff accommodations are available there, and what are the costs? 

We offer two different rooms and apartments, depending on availability. 

o Woofer Cabins: The most economical living option is the small cabins, of which we have 

three. These are primarily intended for our horse trainers, but other employees can also 

rent the woofer cabins for $150 a month. The cabins are situated opposite the Big Shop 

and feature a small room containing a bed, a chest of drawers, a table, and a chair. 

Residents share a bathroom located in the Big Shop. The community kitchen is available 

for cooking and will be shared with guests. WiFi is sometimes available in the cabins, but 

personal mobile data can also be used as an alternative. 

o White House: The White House is located a bit away from the guest area and is situated 

just below the river. It features two bedrooms, each occupied by one person or a couple. 

Other employees occasionally use the kitchen and living room. The rent is $350 a month 

and includes all utilities and WiFi. Since the data limit is 75GB per month, downloading 

large amounts of data (such as cloud updates, Netflix, and YouTube) is not advisable. 

Because the White House is heated with a stove in winter, residents are responsible for 

chopping firewood and must manage the firewood (cut down already fallen trees and/or 

dead trees, transport, etc.). The necessary tools can be borrowed from the resort after a 

brief consultation. A washing machine is available for all employees in the house. 

 

• What is the cost of living? 

The cost of living is relatively low compared to that of major cities in Canada. For rent, you 

should budget between $150 and $350 with us. If you rent a mobile home or a house 

elsewhere, expect to pay around $500 to $ 1,000. For groceries, allow about $400 to $500 

per month, possibly more depending on whether you seek discounts or prefer organic 

quality. Additionally, consider your car insurance and gasoline expenses. 

• Where can I purchase my groceries? 

Resort staff typically travel into Williams Lake every 3 to 4 weeks for grocery shopping. 

There, one can find the best quality at reasonable prices, along with the largest selection. 

For individual items you might have forgotten, there are three general stores in Anahim 

Lake. However, items at these stores tend to be quite expensive, and fruits and vegetables, 

for instance, are often not fresh. Another option is the small supermarket in Bella Coola 

valley, which is 120 km away. Given the significant distance to shopping, it is essential to 

plan ahead and, if possible, coordinate with work colleagues. 

 

• How many other employees are present? 

Depending on the season, 2-5 people usually work full-time at the resort. Mostly work and 

travelers (often Germans). There is often more going on in summer, but you shouldn't have 

any problem with working alone and independently. As a rule, friendships develop quickly, 

and work colleagues sometimes become lifelong friends.  



 

• What is my day-to-day work like? 

o Your workday typically begins on weekdays at 8 a.m. and concludes at 4:30 p.m. For the 

morning meeting, we ask all employees to gather shortly before 8 in front of the Big 

Shop. Axel then assigns the daily tasks and is available for any questions. There is a lunch 

break (30 minutes) between 12 p.m. and 1 p.m., which everyone can organize for 

themselves. Work ends at 4:30 p.m., and the workplace should be left tidy and clean. 

Overtime is the exception, not the rule. 

o For example, if guests arrive or book rides on the weekend, it may also be necessary for 

employees affected to work during that time—these hours can, of course, be balanced 

with time off during the week. 

o Housekeeping may also need to be done on the weekend. Additionally, the kitchen 

service is shared among all employees during the weekend. 

 

• What can I do after work? 

o The wilderness offers a wide range of leisure activities for outdoor enthusiasts. You can 

go canoeing, fishing, hiking, cycling, and, after consulting with the horse trainers, you 

can also go horseback riding. In winter, there is the option for cross-country skiing, ice 

fishing, snowshoeing, or you can team up with others to go snowmobiling. For all these 

activities, you should bring your own equipment or purchase it—the equipment at the 

resort is primarily for guests, and if it's not being used, it can be rented for a fee 

(employee discount 50%). Rides are free as long as the horse trainers agree to do so in 

their free time. 

o Since the community members are very warm and helpful, you will soon be invited to 

campfire evenings and parties in the Community Hall. There, you can socialize and make 

friends. The employees often gather after work to unwind together. 

 

• What wild animals might I encounter? 

In the Chilcotin region, you will encounter elk, deer, bald eagles, coyotes, foxes, wolves, 

black bears, and grizzlies. You can also watch pelicans on the Dean River from our resort. 

Since the region is Open Range Country, you should always expect cattle on the road, and 

wild horses may also cross your path. When we feed our horses, squirrels, chipmunks, and 

various bird species like to join us. Bears and moose also roam around the resort, and you 

can always expect an encounter while hiking or horseback riding. During the winter months, 

a cow elk regularly visits the resort with her calves to enjoy our hay. You are welcome here, 

and we hope you feel at home! 

  



 

• What stores are available in Anahim Lake? 

Anahim Lake has three general stores. One is located in the gas station, where you will also 

find the post office. The post office is open on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. Letters 

and parcels usually arrive from the city in the afternoon. The larger general store, McLean’s 

Trading, is a bit further down the road. Across from it is Donna’s, a small restaurant that 

mainly serves burgers. If you continue down the road, you will pass the police station before 

reaching the Stampede Grounds, where the Community Hall is also located. All major 

community celebrations take place here, including the annual rodeo. Lastly, there is the 

Canco Gas Station, led by the Ulkatcho First Nation, on Highway 20, just before entering 

Anahim Lake, which also features a general store inside with a large selection of groceries 

and useful things for everyday life. 

Right next to the airport in Anahim Lake, you can also find locally grown fruit and vegetables 

from Tolamy, two residents of Anahim Lake. They grow the plants in their homes during the 

winter and then grow them in greenhouses. The produce is more expensive than in the 

supermarket, but it's fresh daily and of the highest quality. 

Eggs and sometimes meat can be purchased from various neighbours, all of whom you 

gradually get to know. 

 

• What kind of weather should I expect? 

o The weather conditions in Anahim Lake can be challenging for Europeans to adjust to, as 

temperatures fluctuate from -50 degrees in winter to +35 degrees in summer. Usually, 

November and December are relatively mild, averaging around -20 degrees, but they 

can be quite snowy. The months of January and February are typically much colder; for 

instance, in January 2020, temperatures dropped to -50 degrees for almost a week. 

During these extreme temperatures, people no longer work outside, but the cold should 

still be considered when choosing clothing. Muck boots and mittens have proven 

effective over the years. You should also consider buying snow pants; many layers of 

clothing help get through the working day. In the spring, the ground becomes very 

muddy due to the great thaw, and it does not truly dry out until July in the resort, 

forests, and mountains. There are lots of mosquitoes from June to August. 

o Good clothes can often be bought relatively cheaply used, either in second-hand shops 

(Value Village is a large chain, but smaller so-called "thrift stores" often have real 

bargains) or online, for example, via Facebook Marketplace or Craigslist. The selection is 

much larger in bigger cities (Kamloops, Kelowna, Greater Vancouver, etc.). New clothing 

becomes available in spring, often sold out in ski areas, and is available at greatly 

reduced prices. 

 

  



 

• What other factors should be considered when living in the resort? 

o The resort is not connected to the public electricity network. Instead, solar panels 

generate electricity that is stored in several large batteries. A generator serves as a 

"back-up" in case it is very cloudy for an extended period, but it is primarily the 

responsibility of all residents of the resort to be mindful and economical with electricity 

resources. 

o Life in the wilderness is an unforgettable experience if you engage with it. The first few 

days can be somewhat of a culture shock, but it is worthwhile to push through this initial 

adjustment, as you will be rewarded with incredibly beautiful moments. 

o If you want to have a great time here, you should be independent, understand the 

concept of fun, and not take everything personally. Embrace and experience the 

wilderness and life in nature. This is a fantastic place for avid hikers to camp at a 

secluded lake on the weekend, go canoeing after work, and enjoy other activities. 

However, you should be aware that life and work can be challenging—some 

perseverance and a willingness to learn are essential to enjoy the beautiful moments 

with campfire romance. 

 

• What is the medical care like in Anahim Lake 

There is no doctor in Anahim Lake. Medical care is primarily accessed through the Anahim 
Lake Nursing Station, which is a Community Health Centre offering a range of services, 
including basic laboratory and radiology, urgent care, outpatient care, and community 
services to promote health and wellness in the community. 
There is no emergency service available, and Community Health Centres lack acute care 
beds. The nearest hospitals are located in Bella Coola (120 km) and Williams Lake (340 km). 

 

 


